Subject: Request for Comparable Pubs and Banding Data – 2026 RV Assessment
Dear Valuation Office Agency,
Premises: INSERT
I am the business owner and the party responsible for the business rates at the above premises. I am writing to understand (prior to any challenge) the recent reassessment of the RV from £ XXX to £ XXX for 2026.
The valuation history of this property outlined below shows significant inconsistency, a failure to apply reductions, and a series of volatile valuations which does not accord with acceptable professional assessments of value. 
· 2017 RV: £ XXX
· 2023 RV: £ XXX A post-pandemic increase in the assessment of REO FMT that ignored the -17% reduction outlined by VOA Chief Valuer Alan Coulston on 23/11/2022.
· 2023 RV (Challenge): Successfully reduced the rates from £ XXX to £ XXX.
· 2026 Assessment: £ XXX an increase of XXX% in the currently assessed RV
While I acknowledge government guidance regarding the tapering and removal of previous reductions, a return to the 2023 baseline would result in an RV of approximately £XXX. Your current assessment of £ XXX is far higher than that baseline and appears to be driven by a disclosed increase in estimated food sales of over £330,000 as assessed by your office.
Under the relevant Acts and with good cause, I hereby request the following information to justify this assessment:
1. Workings & Calculations: A detailed breakdown of the steps taken to arrive at the projected £ XXX increase in XXX sales for a Reasonable Efficient Operator (REO).
2. Comparables: (if any) A full list of the comparable public houses used by your office to determine the RV for this property.
3. Data Points: (if any) The specific bandings, categories, and methodology applied to each comparable used in your assessment.
4. Selection Criteria: (if any) The criteria used to ensure your basket of comparables are truly reflective of the local market and or this premises.
5. A full list: of the bandings and categories for all pubs in the local area so I can do my own assessment and comparables.
Please provide this information by return to allow for a formal review of the assessment’s accuracy.
Please confirm receipt and advise when the requested data will be supplied.
Yours faithfully,

XXX

