Business Select Committee draft letter. Remember to replace the bracketed information with your specific details.
[Your Name] [Your Pub Name] [Your Pub Address] [Your Phone Number] [Your Email Address]
[Date]
The Chair Business and Trade Select Committee House of Commons London SW1A 0AA
Subject: Urgent Need for a Competition and Markets Authority Review into the Wholesale Beer Supply and Pub Ownership Sector
Dear Chair,
I am writing to you today as the proprietor of [Your Pub Name], a public house located in [Your Town/City]. I wish to respectfully bring to your attention a critical issue that is severely impacting the viability and future of my business, and indeed, a significant portion of the wider licensed trade across the United Kingdom. This issue, in my considered view, necessitates an immediate and comprehensive review by the Competition and Markets Authority (CMA).
The current landscape of wholesale beer supply and pub ownership has become profoundly distorted, creating an environment in which independent businesses such as mine are struggling to survive, let alone thrive. The highly concentrated nature of these markets has led to a situation where I am facing significant constraints on my ability to invest in, and grow, my business. The lack of genuine competition in the supply chain means that the terms and pricing for wholesale beer are often disadvantageous, directly impacting my profitability and limiting my capacity to innovate or offer more competitive pricing to my customers.
Furthermore, the prevalent models of pub ownership, particularly those involving large pub companies and tied agreements, contribute significantly to this distortion. These structures often restrict the autonomy of publicans, dictating supply channels and limiting access to a diverse and competitively priced range of products. This anti-competitive environment directly stifles the entrepreneurial spirit and the ability of businesses like mine to adapt to changing market conditions.
The cumulative effect of these market distortions is dire. Without the ability to invest and grow, I foresee no alternative but to implement job cuts within my establishment. This is a prospect I face with considerable regret, knowing the impact it will have on my dedicated staff and the local economy.
It is pertinent to recall that the last significant governmental examination of this sector was the Beer Orders in 1989. The landscape of the brewing and pub industry has undergone profound changes since then, yet the fundamental issues of market concentration and fair competition remain, and indeed, have arguably worsened. A thorough and independent review by the CMA is, therefore, long overdue and absolutely essential to ensure a level playing field and a sustainable future for public houses across the country.
I urge the Business and Trade Select Committee to consider the profound implications of this distorted market on independent businesses, local communities, and employment. A CMA review would provide the necessary evidence and recommendations to address these systemic issues and foster a more equitable and competitive environment for all participants.
Thank you for your time and consideration of this urgent matter. I would be grateful for any action your committee can take to address these critical concerns.
Yours sincerely,
[Your Name] Proprietor, [Your Pub Name]

